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KOTRA AND PUBLIC 
HOME SHOPPING SIGN 
MOU TO HELP SMES 
EXPAND TO GLOBAL 
MARKET

KOTRA OPENS PITCHING 
LOUNGE

RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT 
TO GIVE FULL SUPPORT 
TO KOREAN COMPANIES 
ENTERING RUSSIA’S FAR 
EAST

MOTIE AND KOTRA RELEASE 
RESULTS OF 2018 SURVEY 
ON OVERSEAS KOREAN 
COMPANIES

KOTRA News

The KOTRA Pitching Lounge in which 
startups and SMEs can conduct pitch-
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-
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-

-

By Grace Park
Executive Consultant

Investment Public Relations Team
Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA)

gracepark@kotra.or.kr

Event Overview
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KOTRA’s Services

-

-

-

-

Moving KOTRA

-

-

-

-

Introducing Korea’s SMEs

Tel: +82-70-7779-2877

Fax: +82-2-704-2877

Website: en.biocetec.com

Contact Info: 
BIOCETEC Co., Ltd.

Every month, KOTRA Express introduces a Korean SME that seeks to expand its network by working with foreign partners. 
In the March issue, we take a look at one of Korea’s most promising companies in the dental manufacturing sector.

Operated by KOTRA, buyKOREA is Korea’s premier e-market-

mentioned above, please visit www.buyKOREA.org

WEB iOS ANDROID 
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KOTRA’s Events

06

Major Events Organized by KOTRA

3.2-5

3.28-293.27-30

3.4-7

3.28-31

3.13-15

3.20-22 3.29-30

3.14-15 3.14-18

Flat Panel Display
CHINA 2019

SEMICON China

EXPOCOMER 2019 2019 Asia Model 
Festival (Face of China) 
Business Marketing 
Service

6th Busan International 
Boat Show

“Running Man in Vietnam-
(Chay di cho chi)” related 1:1 
Business Meeting

2019 Int’l Home & 
Housewares Show

RSA Conference 
2019

International Dental 
Show 2019

VIV Asia 2019

Solar, Wind & Earth, 
Energy Trade Fair 2019

Global Medical Equip-
ment Plaza 2019

Cosmoprof Worldwide 
Bologna 2019

Global Medical 
Equipment Plaza 2019

Expocomer 2019 
(Korea Pavilion)

Project to Support Overseas 
Expansion (in association with 
Asia Model Festival) 

March 14, 2019

COEX Exhibition Hall, 
Seoul, South Korea

MOTIE, KOTRA, KOREA 
E&EX

Medical devices/
equipment, Smart/digital 
healthcare

Exhibition booths

260 overseas buyers, 450 
Korean companies

www.kimes.kr

kimes@kimes.kr

March 27-30, 2019

Atlapa Convention Center, 
Panama City, Panama

Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry and Agriculture of 
Panama

Consumer goods, medical 
devices, F&B, auto parts, 
construction materials, etc. 

Exhibition booths, 1:1 
business meetings

17 Koreans companies 

expocomer.com

kotrapanama@gmail.com

March 28-29, 2019 

 
751 D-Park, Beijing, China

KOTRA

Fashion

B2B export consultations 
(to promote Korean 
companies at the 14th 
Asia Model Festival)

Industry participants from 
9 countries

amfoc.org (Asia Model 
Festival)

KOTRA’s Service 
Industry Department 
(+82-2-3460-3318)

Date

Location

Host

Industry

Participation

Main Programs

Website

Contact

March 2019



Visa to set up innovation center 
in S. Korea

-
-

2.9 mln tourists make use of 
Airbnb in S. Korea in 2018

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

Three locations selected for 
specialized smart city project

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Source: www.investkorea.org; Yonhap News Agency

07



-

-

doing business in Korea and the poten-

Please tell us about The Yozma 
Group and its history. What kinds 

-

-

Interview
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What made Yozma establish a 
branch in Korea and what are the 

-

-
-
-
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-

-

-

-
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-

What are some of the main sec-
tors or characteristics of Korea 

-

-
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-

-

-

Were there any challenges your 

-

-

What Korean companies/govern-
ment agencies do you work with 
to strengthen your business part-

-

-

-

-

-
-

What are some future plans that 
Yozma has when it comes to do-

-
ther support one another as we do busi-

-

-

What is Yozma doing to rise above 
the competition in the Korean VC 

-

-

-
-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

By Grace Park
Executive Consultant 

Investment Public Relations Team
Korea Trade-Investment Promotion 

Agency (KOTRA)
gracepark@kotra.or.kr
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Invest Korea Market Place

Introduction

-

-

website at www.kotra.or.kr. 
KOREA website at www.investkorea.org. 

Investment Opportunities

Here are two Korean companies currently seeking foreign investment*. For more details, please contact Seo 
Dong Hyun, Senior Investment Consultant of the New Industry Investment Promotion Team, at  dhseo@kotra.or.kr.

Investment Highlights: 

Investment Requirements: 

 

Investment Requirements:

C

Website Image: www.investkorea.org

Your guide to investment projects in Korea

Invest KOREA has now launched IK Market Place,
connecting investors with their ideal investment opportunity.

To see our full list of investment projects, cilck the link below

INVEST KOREA MARKET PLACE

Click here for MORE

Investment Highlights: 

2. ICT Company: Face Recognition Biometrics

1. Automobile/Machinery/Parts Company: Slewing Ring Bearing

     authentication
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Source: Korea Venture Capital Association (KVCA), Ministry of SMEs and Startups, Disclosure Information of Venture Capital Analysis (DIVA), JoongAng Ilbo, 
                Maeil Business, Startup Alliance, thebell 

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

By Jinho Kim
Executive Consultant 

Investment Public Relations Team
Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA)

jinhokim@kotra.or.kr

Seoul

Han River

Teheran-ro
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Economic Analysis

O -

-

-

-
-
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-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-
-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-
-

-

The authorities cannot waste precious 
-

-

-

-
-

to other regions and industries to produce 

By Professor Se Don Shin
Dean, Sookmyung Women’s University

seshin@sm.ac.kr

*The opinions expressed in this article 

views of KOTRA
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S. KOREA IMPORTS 30.2 
TLN WON WORTH OF 
FOOD IN 2018

HITE JINRO’S SOJU EX-
PORTS TO CAMBODIA 
SOAR 40 PCT

S. KOREA, RUSSIA SIGN 
ACTION PLAN TO 
BOLSTER BILATERAL 
COOPERATION

MOON URGES SWIFT, 
SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMEN-
TATION OF ‘REGULATORY 
SANDBOX’

Trade News

Government and Policy

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

The nine bridges— -

—

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

Source: www.investkorea.org; Yonhap News Agency

Korea News
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Venture Capital Firms

Registration and Operation of VC

New Investment

New Investment

Investment Resources

-

Established

Industry

No. of VCs

Amount
(KRW 100 M)

6

103

16,393
20,858 21,503

23,803

34,249

1,399
1,266

1,191
1,045

901

16.5

22.6

20.2

11.5

9.6

13.1

30.0

25.1

4.4

12.1

13.6

9.7

28.5

22.7

9.3

13.0

16.0

7.5

30.6

24.1

9.5

11.4

12.4

9.1

25.7

 

30.3

11.6

10.4

9.5

9.6

115
120 121

133

14 13

5

20

Newly registered

No. of invested firms

Individuals/
Foreigners

Other 
Organizations

General 
Corporates

Venture Capital

Pensions/
Aid Associations

Financial 
Institutions

Policy Institutes  

2014Type

New
# of Funds 82 108 120 164 146

447 529 605 718 807# of Funds

Amount
(KRW 100 M)

Amount
(KRW 100 M)

26,180 26,205 36,792 46,087 46,868

120,458 140,954 169,473 204,416 240,078

In 

2015 2016 2017 2018

-
-

Share of Members of New Funds

6.5                5.1                3.0                2.9                                  2.9

2014          2015           2016          2017                    2018 

2014              2015                      2016                      2017                                              2018 

2014              2015                    2016                     2017                                             2018 

The "Venture Capital Market Brief" is a monthly report of statistics compiled by the Korean Venture Capital Association, 
providing detailed, up-to-date figures on Korea's VC market. A full list of the reports can be accessed online at kvca.or.kr. 
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Newly Listed on KOSDAQ

Newly Listed on KOSDAQ

-

Share of New Investment by Time
(

Share of New Investment by Type

Amount in New Investment by Type

Amount of New Investment by Time

(

Amount of New Investment by Industry

 

44.4

24.8

30.8

6.3

16.4

20.2 

37.2

20.1

10.1

11.8

15.7 

42.1

20.3

9.2

11.5

12.1 

44.3

22.9

6.7

11.3

13.0 

48.4

20.6

10.0

7.4

10.4 

54.9

17.4

41.0

27.9

31.1

34.5

28.7

36.8

39.3

28.0

32.7

36.5

34.8

28.6

Early stage

Common 
stock

Mid stage

Preferred
stock

Project

Late stage

CB/BW

Others

2014

2014

2014

Early Stage

# of IPO

Common Stock

5,045

67

3,297

4,069

33

6,103

7,279

49.3

3,276

1,036

16,393

2,681

16,393

6,472

109

4,226

5,828

60

8,786

8,558

55.0

3,272

2,103

20,858

2,471

20,858

7,909

70

4,437

6,156

36

10,398

7,438

51.4

2,823

1,418

21,503

2,427

21,503

7,796

78

5,458

6,641

40

10,529

9,366

51.2

2,881

2,186

23,803

2,749

23,803

9,810

90

5,958

11,935

47

18,794

12,504

52.2

3,553

3,427

34,249

2,517

34,249

Mid Stage

# of VC companies

Preferred Stock

Late Stage

Share (%)

CB/BW

Others

Total

Project

Total

2015

2015

2015

2016

2016

2016

2017

2017

2017

2018

2018

2018

2014               2015             2016              2017                                       2018 

2014             2015             2016             2017                                      2018

2014

ICT Manufacturing

Electric/Machinery/
Equipment

Bio/Medical

Gaming

Others

ICT Services

Chemical/Materials

Video/Performance/
Record

Total

2015 2016 2017 2018

1,560

2,790

1,620

2,706

2,125

2,678

2,407

2,874

2,990

3,321

827

1,951

2,928

1,762

616

1,913

2,046

16,393

1,463

3,170

1,683

1,668

4,019

1,486

3,043

20,858

959

4,686

1,427

1,570

4,062

1,502

2,494

21,503

1,566

3,788

1,269

1,283

5,159

1,270

4,187

23,803

1,489

8,417

1,411

2,077

7,468

1,351

5,726

34,249

Source: Korean Venture Capital Association, “Venture Capital Market Brief”
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Korea and the World

Source: Korea International Trade Association; Export-Import Bank of Korea; Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy

Let’s take a closer look at where the trade and investment relationship between South Korea and Israel currently stands. 

Korea-Israel Free Trade Agreement

Korea-Israel Trade

Korea-Israel Investment

1,448,112,338 14.2%

1,271,466,580 9.0% automobiles, synthetic resins, color TVs

semiconductor manufacturing equipment, 
electron microscopes, aircraft parts

Machinery Equipment / 
Precision  Medical Equipment 6,000 8,000

89 4,000

277

90

9,600

3,143

29

12,029

Electrical / Electronics

Transport Machinery

Wholesale / Retail

Information and Communications

Manufacturing

Manufacturing

Services

Information and Communications

Specialized, Science,
and Technology Services

Total
Total

Declared Amt. Declared Amt.

Incoming Investment Outgoing Investment

Exports

USD

USD

(USD thousand)
(USD thousand)

Exports YoY

Imports Imports YoY Main Import Items

Main Export Items
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Economic Indicators

GDP
Nominal

PPP
GDP Growth Rate

(YoY) (%)

Foreign Trade
Exports
Imports

Trade Balance

KRW-USD
Foreign Exchange Rate

Balance of
Current Account

GDP Per Capita
Nominal

PPP

2013
1,305,400
1,644,777

2.9

2013
559,632
515,586
44,047

2016
27,608
37,810

2013
1,095.0

2012
50,835.0

2014
1,053.2

2013
81,148.2

2015
1,131.5

2014
84,373.0

2016
1,160.5

2015
105,939.6

2017
1,130.8

2016
99,243.0

2018
1,100.3

2017
78,460.2

2017
29,938
39,548

2018 (Estimate)
32,046
41,416

2019 (Estimate)
32,766
43,212

2014
1,411,000
1,704,458

3.3

2014
572,665
525,515
47,150

2015
1,382,400
1,824,332

2.8

2015
526,757
436,499
90,258

2016
1,414,700
1,903,411

2.9

2016
495,426
406,193
89,233

2017
1,530,200
1,998,130

3.1

2017
573,694
478,478
95,216

2018
604,860
535,202
69,657

(Unit: USD million)

(Unit: USD million)

(Unit: USD million)

(Unit: USD)

(Unit: KRW)

Source: The Bank of Korea, February 2019

Source: International Monetary Fund, October 2018

Source: Korea International Trade Association, February 2019

Source: The Bank of Korea, February 2019

Source: The Bank of Korea, February 2019

Invest Korea Plaza
-

-

• -

A. Long-term lease for foreign investors

-

-

B. Short-term lease for foreign investors
• -

depend

Introducing Invest Korea Plaza
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KOTRA Worldwide
 - KOTRA has 124 oversea

  Headquarters

Southwest Asia

Southeast Asia & Oceania

Japan

China

CIS

Europe

Middle East

Africa

South America

North America

To subscribe to the KOTRA Express, e-mail ikonline@kotra.or.kr

Clean KOTRA, Green KOTRA
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North America

South America

Seoul HQ

10 Overseas HQ

(83 countries)

Southwest Asia

Southeast Asia & Oceania
Middle East

Africa

Europe
China

Japan

CIS


