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Visa

In principle, a foreigner should obtain a visa in advance in order to enter the
Republic of Korea. Unauthorized entry and departure is not permitted even for
a person who obtained a visa or is eligible for no visa entry, which means every

person must go through the immigration declaration process at the border,
airport and seaport, and entry may prohibited because of a failure to meet any

of the requirements therein. In addition, a foreigner who intends to stay in
Korea for more than 90 days should file for alien registration at the immigration

office in the jurisdiction of the place of residence or regional immigration service.
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How to Enter Korea

A foreigner can enter the Republic of Korea through one of the following procedures:

1. Obtaining a visa from a diplomatic mission abroad

Issuance of a visa at Immigration inspection
a Korean embassy or ) at the airport )
consulate (confirmation)

2. When necessity for visa is recognized before visa issuance
Entry into Korea is permitted by obtaining a certificate of visa issuance (or certification number) from a local
immigration office having jurisdiction over the address of the inviter in advance and submitting it to an

overseas diplomatic mission.

Certificate of -

visa issuance Visa issuance Immigration
or certification N by a Korean inspection
number issued embassy or at the airport

from a local consulate

immigration office

3. Arriving at Korea without a visa and obtaining a status of stay and period of stay at
immigration inspection at the airport

Applicable only to nationals of countries with a visa exemption
agreement with Korea and nationals of countries
where Korea grants no-visa entry.
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