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Foreign Direct Investment

S. Korean
watchdog makes
direct foreign
investment in
stocks easier

Microsoft CEO
Nadella shows
confidence

in Korea's Al
capabilities

Trade & Commerce

The Financial Supervisory Service (FSS)
on April 2 announced plans to set related
guidelines and allow the opening and use of
omnibus accounts under the names of for-
eign financial investment companies.

Under the name of a financial invest-
ment company, an omnibus account allows
multiple individual investors from abroad
to place orders and settle domestic stock

Satya Nadella, chief executive officer
(CEO) of Microsoft Corp., said on Mar. 26
that the company's recent artificial intel-
ligence (AI) partnerships with S. Korean
companies are based on his confidence in
the country's human capital and Al capa-
bilities, which he believes will drive future
economic growth.

"You see a tremendous amount of pro-
ductivity gains (through AI). And this is not
just about Microsoft. It's happening right

trades without the need to open individual
Korean accounts. Trading or short selling
stocks with foreign acquisition limits is
prohibited.

The FSS plans to specify contractual re-
lationships between domestic and foreign
securities companies to ensure effective su-
pervision targeting related overseas entities.

here in Korea, with all kinds of customers
everywhere," Nadalla said in a keynote
speech during the Microsoft AI Tour 2025
in Seoul.

Nadella highlighted a KRW 2.4 trillion
(USD 1.6 billion) partnership with S. Ko-
rean telecommunications giant KT Corp.
signed last year. He emphasized that the
two companies share a vision of Al playing
a key role in transforming daily lives and
the broader economy.

Korea's exports of
dried seaweed hit
record high in QI

S.Korea's exports
rise 3.1 pct on-year
to USD 58.3 billion
in March on strong
chip, IT sales

S. Korea's exports of dried seaweed prod-
ucts, known as "gim" in Korean, reached an
all-time high in the first quarter, driven by
growing global demand for the food, data
showed on Apr. 21.

Outbound shipments of gim reached USD
281 million in the first three months of the
year, up 21.1 percent from a year earlier,
according to the data compiled by the Korea

S. Korea's exports gained 3.1 percent from
a year earlier in March, marking a second
consecutive month of increase, driven by
robust demand for semiconductors and other
information technology (IT) products, data
showed on Apr. 1.

Outbound shipments came to USD 58.3
billion last month, compared with USD 56.5
billion the previous year, according to data
compiled by the Ministry of Trade, Industry

Agro-Fisheries & Food Trade Corp. The fig-
ure is the highest for any first quarter.

The volume of gim exports increased 7.5
percent on-year to 10,161 tons in the Janu-
ary-March period.

The oceans ministry attributed the strong
exports to the popularity of Korean gim
products in the United States and China, the
world's two largest markets.

and Energy. Imports rose 2.3 percent on-year
to $53.3 billion, resulting in a trade surplus of
$4.9 billion.

Outbound shipments of semiconductors
jumped 11.9 percent on-year to USD 13.1
billion in March, rebounding from a 3 percent
on-year decrease the previous month, thanks
to strong demand for high-value products,
such as high bandwidth memory and double
data rate 5 (DDRS5) memory chips.



Industry

S&P keeps 'AA’
rating on S. Korea
with stable outlook

S. Korea opens
new, largest
research center
for rechargeable
batteries in
Cheongju

Government & Policy

Global credit appraiser S&P Global Rat-
ings maintained its credit rating on S. Ko-
rea at "AA," with a stable outlook, saying
that "active" efforts by policy institutions
helped curb political uncertainties arising
from the short-lived martial law imposition
in December.

S&P has kept S. Korea's long-term sover-
eign credit rating at the third-highest level

S. Korea's biggest rechargeable battery
research center opened on Apr. 22 in the
central city of Cheongju with an aim of en-
hancing the global competitiveness of local
businesses in the sector, the industry minis-
try said.

The Battery Solution Testbed Zone (BST
Zone) is a facility that brings together
numerous infrastructure for research and
testing across the entire value chain of re-

on the company's table of "AA" since Au-
gust 2016, when it upgraded the rating by
one notch from "AA-."

"The stable rating outlook reflects our ex-
pectation that Korea will maintain average
growth rates that are higher than most other
high-income economies over the next three
to five years at least," the company said.

chargeable batteries, from materials, com-
ponents and cells to modules and all sol-
id-state batteries, according to the Ministry
of Trade, Industry and Energy.

The facility will help Korean battery
companies develop new materials by
providing data on physical and chemical
properties of materials and components for
secondary batteries, as well as assessments
on their safety.

S.Korea to
invest KRW 830
bln for industrial
technology
development in
2026

S.Korea to
invest KRW 60
bln in securing
materials,
components
technologies for
future industries

S. Korea plans to spend KRW 830 bil-
lion (USD 561.2 million) on research and
development (R&D) of industrial technol-
ogies next year as part of efforts to bolster
the country's competitiveness in advanced
industries amid escalating global competi-
tion, the industry ministry said on Apr. 10.

The Ministry of Trade, Industry and En-
ergy will review its investment plan with

S. Korea will funnel KRW 60 billion
(USD 40.4 million) by 2028 into expanding
infrastructure for the development of mate-
rials and components technologies essential
for advanced industries, such as artificial
intelligence (Al), the industry ministry said
on Apr. 9.

The investment will be used to build
research facilities and equipment for the
development and testing of technologies re-

experts to better support R&D projects in
artificial intelligence (AI), quantum com-
puting, mobility, semiconductors and other
cutting-edge technologies, according to
ministry officials.

Since last year, the government has de-
vised 124 R&D projects for the advanced
industries, which will receive a combined
investment of KRW 6.7 trillion.

lated to materials and components essential
for the Al, advanced bio and other future
industries, according to the Ministry of
Trade, Industry and Energy.

In detail, the government will support the
construction of infrastructure for the devel-
opment of core materials for next-genera-
tion Al chips, messenger RNA-based drugs
and others.

Source: www.investkorea.org, Yonhap News Agency, Korea Economic Daily Global Edition, Pulse by Maeil Business News Korea
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